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"It is not a trivial issue, it is a concrete and all-important
issue. If we surrender it, a time will come when we may
have to surrender all, when we may have to forget even
the name of truth and non-violence. To preach these is our
birthright, and to forfeit it is to forfeit our existence."

"But what I am troubled about is the emphasis on
mere speech and writing."

"It is the liberty we claim. How and when to use
it and whether to use it or no is our concern. If we cannot
stand a strong breeze, we shut the windows and even doors.
But how should we feel, if someone were to shut us up?"

c:I see. But may it not be imaginary? If you ask a
little child not to eat earth, it will eat it. It is the inhibition
that is galling. Do you want to remove the inhibition?"

"The \nalogy is wrong, for the little child has no
right to eat earth, whereas no one has a right to prevent
us from enjoying free air. But let me take another example
for you, as you are a child. Prahlad was ordered by his
father not to take the name of Rama (God). He might
have argued with himself, CI lose nothing by not repeating
the name of Rama, for Rama is in my heart.3 But if he
had resorted to this argument, he would have deceived
himself. He did not do so, and he defied his father to do
his worst, he was not going to give up repeating Rama-
nama. And because he braved the most fearful hardships
and dared even death for that sacred right, we have today
a living faith in Ramanama. If he had yielded, that faith
" would have vanished from the earth. Even s<), if we give
up our right to preach truth and non-violence, we give
it up for ever."

"But abstract truth and non-violence no one prevents
us from "preaching."

"No principle exists in the abstract. Without its con-
crete application it has no meaning. And when I want
to preach non-violence I want to preach it as an effective
substitute for war, and thereby to be able to wean Britain
and other warring countries from violence and barbarism."

Why for All?

"But," someone argued, ccwhy do you claim that right